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Fresno, California October 23, 2001

The City Council met at the hour of 1:35 p.m. in the Council Chambers, City Hall, on the day above written.

Present: Tom Boyajian Councilmember
Brian Calhoun Councilmember
Brad Castillo Councilmember
Jerry Duncan Councilmember
Sal Quintero Councilmember
Henry Perea Council President

Absent: Dan Ronquillo Acting Council President

Dan Hobbs, City Manager
Hilda Cantu Montoy, City Attorney
Yolanda Salazar, Assistant City Clerk

**The first portion of the meeting was not recorded.

UNSCHEDULED ORAL COMMUNICATIONS:

APPEARANCE BY RANDY TOSSI APPEALING AND REQUESTING A HEARING TO CONSIDER THE
PLANNING COMMISSION’S APPROVAL OF CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT (CUP) NO. C-00-181, DENNIS
BALEKIAN’S WOOD GRINDING FACILITY

Appearance and request made with President Perea advising the Mayor or Acting President Ronquillo, the
Council district representative, would have to schedule a request to set a hearing and no action was taken.

APPEARANCE BY KEVIN HALL GIVING A BRIEF UPDATE ON THE JUVENILE ACCOUNTABILITY
ORDINANCE AND REITERATING HIS PRIOR REQUEST FOR A COPY OF THE JUVENILE
ACCOUNTABILITY INCENTIVE BLOCK GRANT

Appearance and request made with City Manager Hobbs acknowledging Mr. Hall’s request had been referred
to staff and he would check on the status.

- - - -

(1:30 P.M.)    CLOSED SESSION:

(“A”) THREAT TO PUBLIC SERVICES OR FACILITIES - GOVERNMENT CODE SECTIONS 54954.5 AND
54957 - CONSULTATION WITH CITY OF FRESNO POLICE DEPARTMENT, POLICE CHIEF JERRY DYER,
FIRE CHIEF MICHAEL SMITH AND INTERIM PUBLIC UTILITIES DIRECTOR MARTIN MCINTYRE
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The City Council met in closed session in Room 2125 at the hour of 1:45 p.m. to consider the above issue and
reconvened in open session at 2: 41 p.m.

- - - -

(“B”) WORKSHOP RELATING TO THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA)

Recording begins here:  (1 - 0)  Councilmember Boyajian gave opening remarks stating his position was the City
did not always follow CEQA in land use issues and commented on the importance of and need for EIRs and for staff
to provide higher levels of information to make informed decisions.

Assistant City Attorney Avila and Planning and Development Director Yovino led and presented the
informational workshop using the overhead to illustrate;  covered, among others,  the following topics:  background
of CEQA, what CEQA was, goals and objectives, persons and entities subject to CEQA, types of activities subject to
CEQA, key CEQA definitions such as project, significant effect, fair argument, administrative record and cumulative
impacts, how CEQA was applied to matters that typically come before Council, the city’s process and what the
development department was charged with, and how EIRs were managed in the past and presently; and along with City
Attorney Montoy clarified issues and  responded at length to Council questions and/or comments relative to what the
current city policy was, why modified EIRs were conducted versus full EIRs, the need to conduct full EIRs to make
informed decisions, how CEQA applied to construction of schools, how CEQA applied to existing facilities wishing to
expand on their current site, if CEQA “kicked in” on issues such as installation of bright school lighting, CEQA being
very case specific, difference between negative declaration and mitigated negative declarations, current city policy and
Council’s authority/discretion, how Council could change policy direction, need to look at cumulative effects of projects,

if CEQA applied to the Save Mart Arena project relative to parking (2 - 0), and the city’s response to the EIR
conducted by Fresno State on the new arena.  Councilmember Quintero left the meeting at 3:30 p.m. to attend to family
business.

The presentation continued with Mr. Yovino and Mr. Avila responding to questions/comments and clarifying
issues relative to how EIRs were managed thirty years ago, advised staff was looking into reconstituting the
Environmental Review Section in the development department in case Council chooses to change policy direction to
require a higher threshold of information, Councilmember Calhoun clarified Council was not making or giving any policy
changes/directions at this time, environmental checklist ratings process, the Ralph’s project at Herndon and Brawley
and how often the city has been found to be out of CEQA compliance by the court, clarification that staff is operating
on policy implemented years ago, review of forms and resources in the material submitted to Council, overview of the
key CEQA definitions, display and review of a flow chart on CEQA process, and if used car lots fell under CEQA.

Speaking to the issue were: Mark Birbaum, who offered further clarification on CEQA; and Kevin Hall, 1204
E. Sierra Madre, who spoke to Tab 19/Pollution and responded to questions of Councilmembers Calhoun and Duncan
relative to a Fresno Bee article on air particulates and potential loss of funds, who Mr. Hall was representing (with Mr.
Hall stating he was speaking as a citizen), and a project referenced in the northeast area.

(3 - 0)  Brief discussion ensued on workshop follow-up, the purpose of the workshop this date, and the need
to schedule something on a future agenda if there was a desire to change policy direction.  Councilmember Boyajian
stated  the  environment  was  the  most  important  thing –  not  winning  lawsuits -- and  reiterated  his  position   that
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significant issues which would cost the city jobs and affect the quality of life which he felt was starting to fail and
explained.  There was no further discussion.

- - - -

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to bring before the Council, the hour of 4:43 p.m. having arrived and hearing
no objections, President Perea declared the meeting adjourned.

APPROVED on the 30th   day of October,  2001.

_________________________________________ATTEST:___________________________________________
____
Henry Perea, Council President                                                 Yolanda Salazar, Assistant City Clerk
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